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From France & England

- Who are the ancestors of Bondurant, WY founder,
Benjamin F. Bondurant?

- Where did he get the pioneering spirit to arrive In
frontier Wyoming in 1898, acquire land holdings,
establish a town
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Jean Plerre Bondurant
Dit Cougoussac

* From a long line of Bondurants (from before 1280) in the Cevennes area of France

* Descendent of the Scottish Guards to French Nobility - Cougoussac means “of the
Scots” (Mother’s side

- Son of Jean Pierre Bondurant, Seigneur de Cougoussac (Lord of Cougoussac
- Born a Huguenot in 1677 during a time of religious persecution

- His Father imprisoned by the Bishop of Uzes

* Forced to become Catholic in 1684 and Sent to a Dominican Priory

* Inherited significant property from his father in 1695




Ann Tanner

- Descendant of Christopher Newport, the Admiral of
Virginia who led the first expedition to Jamestown,
Virginia and Claimed Virginia for the King at Cape Henry
on April 29, 1607 (her great, great grandfather

- Descendant of William Hatcher, an English Planter who
arrived in Jamestown in 1634 and became the first
Burgesses to the House of Burgesses from Henrico
County in 1644 (her great grandfather




Jean Plerre & Ann

- Married in 1709, they are believed to have lived on the
Tanner plantation south of the James River in Henrico

County, VA

- They have 5 children: Joseph, John, Peter, Ann, and
Frances

- Jean Pierre and Ann buy 400-acres in Manakin, VA,
west of Richmond, VA. This area is where the original



James River & Scotts

Early settlers along the Atlantic coast found three main pRaciotiegville
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John Bondurant
Moves to Buckingham County

~.Centenary

e Jean Pierre’s family continued to raise their
families on his land for many years.

* His son, John, moved to Buckingham
County in 1759-60 to land bordering Green
Creek.

+ John's 3rd son Thomas Miles was bornin




Noah Bondurant
Weds Martha Chastain

e Noah Bondurant is the 4th son of Thomas
les Bondurant

 He was born 10 Sept 1781 in Buckingham
ounty

e married Martha "Patsy” Chastain on 10

\_

OLD BUCKINGHAM CHURC

———

THE ORIGINAL OR SOUTHWEST WING OF
THIS STRUCTURE WAS ERECTED ABOUT 1758
ASA CHURCH FOR THE NEWLY-FORMED TIL-
LOTSON PARISH.IT WAS ABANDONED FOLLOW-
INC THE DISESTABLISHMENT OF THE
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN VIRGINIA IN 1784,
AND THEREAFTER WAS ACQUIRED BY THE
BUCKINGHAM BAPTIST COHGREGATION, ORG-
ANIZED IN 1771. IT CONTINUES IN USE AS
THE MEETING HOUSE OF BUCKINGHAM

BAPTIST CHURCH.

YIROINIA HISTORIO LANDMARKS COMMISSION [875

Buckingham

 Baptist Church

Founded 1771
~ Rev Richard Long




Route to Boone County

e In 1775, Daniel Boone had established a route
through the Cumberland Gap into KY and had
established Boonesborough near today's
Lexington, KY 7 s PENNSYLVANIA - essis S NEwW
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Noah and Family to

Franklin County, KY

A

h.
H e

M

 Noah Bondurant arrived to Franklin County,
Kentucky in 1815 from Buckingham County

* Franklin County is near Lexington KY

«National 4



Noah Bondurant is buried In

efferson County, IN

Noah &
Martha Bondurant
 Edward Jackson Bondurant is born in Henry

County KY in 1817. His sister, Mary is born in
Jefferson County, IN in 1818.

 They seem to have settled in Canaan, IN In
Jefferson County, just across the Ohio River from
Frankfort
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 Edward J. Bondurant moves his family
westward from Jefferson County, IN to
Bethany, MO (Harrison County) in 1853

* His son, Benjamin Franklin Bondurant is
born in MO on March 4, 1861




The Oregon & Calitornia Trall

In the 1850s, the Oregon & California Trails were
running westward from Missouri and lowa

The Oregon Trall follows the Platte & North Platte
River to Wyoming

pers e - CALESNA L

,,,,,,........ ....................................... Ly ,.--\.,_.‘\1
People were moving westward for good land being ~v g "
made available by the Homestead Act of 1862 i A £ TS Jebrask
The Homestead Act of 1862 declared that any % S """""""""""""""" ‘“\?_f;fm —
citizen or intended citizen could claim 160 acres - 74 (b 2 RS | e s v O
one quarter square mile - of surveyed government - R ‘ X e
land. Claimants must "improve” the plot with a | « - ‘ e (ARG U
dwelling and grow crops. After five years, if the ' “‘j;. N i Bory | \ ............................. o0 Gk W

original filer was still on the land, it was his e

property, free and clear. Oregon/California Trail Map 1850



Benjamin Bondurant
Migrates to Nebraska

* Benjamin Bondurant migrates westward in 1884 at age 23 by
railroad to Apple Creek, NE (near O’'Neill

* He leaves MO with his wife and 1 son, Perle along with 4 Blind
mares for farm work. He leases land, grows a corn crop.

* In 1885, he moves on to Springview and files for 160 acres,
farms for one year

* In 1886, moves on to Valentine, where he farms and helps
~ build a school & church but only stays a few years

{




X

ISCONSIN

VICKINSON e plac - | T T e L e T : Ty

Stk
Siou

N

3 i 2§

Dodae Citv.

 BF Bondurant say he had $95 to his name after buying a blind mule & borrowing money to buy a mate and 2 second hand wagons. He buys 2 Plug Horses west of
St. Joe to complete the team.




UNION

Union Pacific Railroad PACIFIC

Union Pacific Railroad ..
End of Track Dateline _:

* During the 1860s, the Union Pacific Railroad was 18651869 ‘
building the first transcontinental railroad. — " Wyoming Tomtor

Dakota Territory

Nebraska
e " .
Promontory * South Pas§ ** .
Monument  Symmit ==y . Fort s
] v Corinne s, .+ /Fred 0 100 200 mil
: ] ; i .D‘ . l“ * ° Evanston ..Rawllns. a/ Steele o Soo g miles
e Starting in 1865 in Omaha, track was laid n O S oy SSom
y Promontory Point® & ° (REir\(/aeern o ummit : °
Fort - ort (]
" 8 \ ® Bridger . Largiiie A Cheyenne Kimball Sidney North  ncPherson Fremont
. S e Ogallala Platte Grand f P
rough Nebraska and Wyoming, meeting trac pan | O g = e o TN
) Territory Salt g 1 . . Cozad C Omaha
Lake o N Julesburg & o

City

from the Central Pacific Railroad from Colorado. | %7
Sacremento at Promontory Summit, UT in 1869 :



Significance of Kemmerer

* The Union Pacific railroad was passing through
Wyoming by the time BF Bondurant arrives in
Kemmerer which is on a spur of the
Transcontinental Railroad

 BF Bondurant’s trip west basically followed the
Railroad line from Cheyenne to Rock Springs to
Lemmerer

* [his would be the resupply point for settlers in
the Wyoming area
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Benjamin Bondurant Trip to
Bondurant, WY

* By the time, BF Bondurant arrived in Kemmerer, he
only had enough money for a couple of bags of flour.
here Is snow on the passes heading west.

* The Wilsons head on to Oregon. BF decides to
winter in Kemmerer. BF and son, Perle gets jobs at

a local bank, digging ditches, and putting up hay.

They raise $233.
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The Homestead

e |t was spring 1898, they picked a place on the
River

e Built a tent-house to unload the wagon and
set up housekeeping

* [hey even brought an organ which Ellie woul
play as the family gathered around and sang




One of B.F. Bondurant’s
Homecoming

e “Twas a gorgeous morning in October as my five
children and myself watched our husband and father
drive off in our only wagon pulled by our only team of
mules, Jack and Jenny, both blind. ...Father was now
on his way to get our winter food supplies and
roofing for our house.

* Our older boys were going to help a neighbor get out
wood for the winter, this just left my daughter , Essie
and six-year-old Herschel and myselt to look after
things. It would take Father at least two to three
weeks to make the trip to Kemmerer and back.

* Essie and | had planned that we would surprise them
all..... we see how much ground we could grub to
remove the sagebrush. As the last of Father
....faded from sight...we had our bonnets on and the
grub hoes in our hands.” Ellie Bondurant

Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Bondurant, Early Pioneers of the Fall River Basin



Mr.

One of B.F. Bondurant’s
Homecoming

“At last the day came when Father returned. Our
supplies were all in for that first winter. Essie and
| were so excited over our surprise.

Morning finally came, we took Father to see.

He was surprised, all right, but an ever-gathering
cloud was covering his face, till at last he really
blew his top.

Blankety,....Blank! Didn't you know enough to
grub on our land instead of the governments.

Just another incident in the hardships and
excitements of being a pioneer!” Ellie Bondurant

and Mrs. B. F. Bondurant, Early Pioneers of the Fall River Basin




Bondurant House,
Store, and Post Office

e They initially built a five room house with dirt
floor and roof.

By 1903, B.F. Bondurant and sons had built
a larger new 2 story house with 6 bedrooms
up and 3 bedrooms down with large dining
room and kitchen. A long lean-to on the
west end was for washing, storage, In
addition to a large living room and office.

e This house would be the location of a store
and post office which opened in 1903 with
—lla Bondurant as postmistress.

Bondurant home with Mrs. Bondurant.

A New Enterprise



B.F. Bondurant General
Merchandise

BF Bondurant started a General
Merchandise store

Green Hunt arrived from Missouri with a
carload of goods for the store

The store would be resupplied by freighting
from Opal, Wyoming (near Kemmerer)
about twice a year.

History of the Bondurant, Wyoming Area

3. ¥\ BONDURANT

G K NIKRA L
MERCHANDISIC

BONDURAINT.,. W ¥ 0O,

ROLR LOCAL DEREALEKER FOR

EbDpwaAaRrRD E. Stravuss & Co.
WaoLKSsALRER MERCHANT TAILORS
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S Forest Service

e |n 1891, the Forest Reserve Act created the National
Forest Reserves

 [he Bureau of Forestry was created in 1901

 A. A. Anderson becomes Special Forest
Superintendent of Yellowstone Forest Reserve in

1902

e During Summer, Anderson & 10 Men Map the Area
and Create 4 Divisions - Shoshoi, Wind River, the
bsoraka, and the Teton




BF Bondurant HELLONE
Becomes a Fire Guard

* |n 1903, Benjamin applies for a job as a
-ire Guard. He is hired to work for the

0
August-October period at $75/Month. He
0

provides his own food, saddle, horses, an

camping gear

* During 1903, he meets with Ranger Rolf
Spenser at HQ in Jackson, tacked up Fire
Warnings in the forest, worked on trails and

~met with local ranchers, burned sage brush

X




BF Bondurant and the
Sheep Wars

* The Forest Service was in charge of regulating cattle & sheep herders using
government land for grazing. This created resentment & conflict

e During 1904, Benjamin is involved with putting out a fire caused by lightning.

« Anderson is informed that 6000 sheep had entered the Teton division without
permits. Miller is aware but doesn’t feel he has the authority to take action.
The sheep from Utah are guarded by 40 armed men.

« Anderson, Zeph Jones (superintendent of Wind River), Bondurant, and 4

Rangers move a quarter of the sheep off the Reserve and file an injunction
in Cheyenne. It took a week for the injunction to arrive. The owners drive the
remainder of the sheep off the Reserve

Injunction served on 2 owners. Angry cattlemen from Green River, Kill the
- sheep of one owner, almost kill an owner, and burn his camp. Remainder of -



Bondurant Post Office

* The nearest post office was in Daniel 33 miles away
 Mail was needed to operate the store

* Application was made in the name of Mrs. Bondurant
to establish a post office

e They were compelled to carry mail for free for 2 years
to start a Post Office. During summer, mail was
brought from Daniel by team and buckboard. In the
winter, by horse & sled or by men on skis.

~ BUNDURANT
- LIBRARY '

e — S ———" e+ . v




B.F. Bondurant & Sons

Guides to Big Game and Trout Fishing

 B.F. noted that he was meeting so many hunters with guides
coming through the store, it gave him the idea of taking out
hunting parties.

e The big house would become a Boarding House for the
Dude Ranch operation and his boys were old enough to act
as guides

e |t appears that in addition to renting rooms, B.F. must have
had a small tent camp in the summer time.

e “The house was most homey and inviting. The beds were .
unusually comfortable and had outing flannel covered I i
| _Comforters There were elk h|de rugs on_the bedroom floors j =

h. children. dear children,
"Jnlf please comeé and see
Thg__God of Dame Nature

" Who travéls with me.

e

B. FT BONDURANT & SONS:/ G UIBES FOR -RIG GAME. BONDURANT. WYOMI



1The Bonaurant Pets

5. F. DONDURANT & SONS
for Big €

ame and Trout Flahin

The tamily was tond of pets and they had a lot of
them. They brought their dog, “Tip" all the way
from Missouri

Mr. Bondurant and boys caught a young cow Elk.
They added a bull Elk and they had a baby EIk.
They were kept in a pasture with very high buck
fence. A much photographed attraction. The Bull
Elk was mean and would knock logs off the fence.

The Bondurants had 4 tame antelope that played
with Essie and Herschel just like a playful dog.

The Bear it elimbed Elwood's frame,
Becavde (1 thought the boy =
It loved him aw a brother should,

They had four little bears that they got as cubs. e oo o bt
They were an attraction for the dudes. They were
turned loose when they got too old.

The Bondurant Pets



BF Bondurant's Irip to
Yellowstone

 BF Bondurant and Ella take a trip to Yellowstone Park in July 1907

e They travel with team and covered spring wagon. Rivers are high. They
must float possessions across on a log and then swim the team & wagon
across.

e They travel up the Snake River, past Jackson Lake, Snake River Station to

the South Entrance BOlllng SpriﬂgS Grand Canyon
of the Yellowstone

e They observe campers catching fish and boiling fish and eggs in boiling
springs

e They stop at Yellowstone Lake Hotel and then on to Grand Canyon of the
Yellowstone Hotel

Norris Hotel and Sulfur

They continue the circle route at the SlelglgleS




Some Picture of Life in Bondurant, WY
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Some Picture of Life in Bondurant, WY
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Children of BF & Ella Bondurant

e Lost 2 Children in Missouri, 2 Children in Nebraska
o Lost 2 Children in Bondurant - Orly A and Lura M Bondurant (buried on the ranch

e Perle Oscar Bondurant, their oldest son, settled on Dell Creek and Married Mary Lucile Williams. They later
moved to Parkerton, WY (near Casper

» Clare Edgar Bondurant, homesteaded East of BF on Jack Creek, sold to BF, and died in 1918 from pneumonia

S s Fichn 4
e J SRS i % & 5




Bondurant Cemetery

Bondurant Cemetery is located near corner of Jack Creek
Road & Bondurant Cemetery Road

Clare Bondurant died in 1918 of pneumonia resulting from
the Spanish Flu pandemic

Land was set aside as a burial ground for local residents at
that time

BF died on October 15, 1927 at age 66 in Kemmerer. He
was on one of his trips when he fell into a basement
excavation in the dark breaking his hip.




St. Hubert the Hunter Church
Bondurant, WY

* Built in Sept, 1940

 (Consecrated August 3, 1941

» Site of the Annual Bondurant Picnic
(Last Sunday in June)
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